MISTRESS        HENLEY

his rejecting it as an absurdity because of reasons
which would cause me humiliation.

I was spared neither of these chagrins. Accord-
ing to his opinion nothing in the world could
exempt a mother from the first and most sacred of
her duties save the danger of injuring her infant
through some fault in her own temper or char-
after; and he informed me that it was his intention

to consult his friend Dr. M------in order to learn

whether my prodigious liveliness and my frequent
impatience might not make a stranger preferable
for the task. Of myself, my health, or my happi-
ness, not a word; the only consideration was the
child, who did not as yet exist. This time I did
not dispute or fly into a passion, I was only
afflicted, but so profoundly afHi&ed that my health
was atTefted. "Good God!" I thought, "so
none of my sensations are divined, none of my
sentiments shared! no suffering is to be spared me I
Either all that I am feeling is absurd or Mr. Henley
is totally lacking in sensibility. I must pass my
whole life with a husband to whom I inspire only
indifference, and whose heart is closed to me.
Farewell to felicity in my pregnancy, farewell to all
felicity! " And I fell into utter dejection.

Mrs. Grace was the first to observe this and
spoke of it to Mr. Henley, who did not conceive
the cause. He thought that my condition was
occasioning my dejedhon and suggested that I
should press my aunt to visit me. I welcomed
this idea with gratitude; we wrote to my aunt,